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Preface

The results of four years of research under the joint-supervision of the Delft
University of Technology and the University of Paris IX Dauphine on the role of
electricity power exchanges within the introduction of competition in European
wholesale markets are presented in this thesis. The research was carried out at
the faculty of Technology, Policy and Management at the Delft University of
Technology in the context of the interfaculty research group Design and
Management of Infrastructures (DIOC) in collaboration with the Center of
Geopolitics and Raw Materials (CGEMP) of the University of Paris IX Dauphine. I
owe thanks to many people for sharing their knowledge, for their cooperation and
for their advice. I would like to thank some of them explicitly as without them this
thesis would not have been completed as it is.

I am greatly indebted to my supervisors Margot Weijnen and Jean-Marie
Chevalier. Margot was there at the origin of this project and provided me with the
opportunity to come to the Netherlands to write this thesis. I would like to thank
her for being confident in my ability to complete this project. Moreover I would
like to thank her for her encouragement and constructive criticism throughout
these four years. I would like to thank Jean-Marie for sharing his knowledge and
being such a stimulating supervisor, with his inexhaustible enthusiasm for energy
markets, he provided me invaluable guidance both from a theoretical and from a
practical point of view.

I am fortunate in having worked with Rudi Hakvoort as my day-to-day supervisor.
In following my day-to-day progress and providing comments on every single
paragraph of this thesis, his intellectual contribution has been so significant, from
the beginnings until the end, that I can hardly see how this thesis would have
been completed without him. Thank you Rudi very much.

I am also very grateful to Jean-Pierre Chamoux who was part of this project from
the beginning and reviewed several drafts of this thesis.

During my research I had the opportunity to work with a lot of people. To start
with I would like to thank Denis Depoux and all the consultants from the Paris
office of Hagler Bailly who offered me the unique opportunity to be confronted
with the problems faced during the establishment of a power exchange in
practice. 

Furthermore, I owe many thanks to all the employees of the Dutch Office for
Energy Regulation (DTe). In particular, I would like to mention my former
colleagues of the Market Surveillance Committee staff, Cees van Gent, Martin
Godfried, Gijsbert Zwart, Ingrid Seinen, Wong Tsai, Fieke Rijkers and of the
Market Surveillance Committee, David Newbery, Eric van Damme, Nils-Henrik
von der Fehr, and Wim Naeije. I really enjoyed working with all these people and
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this experience provided me with privileged insights into the functioning of
electricity markets and the difficult task of monitoring these markets. Moreover, I
would like to gratefully acknowledge Sylvia de Hoop from the Dutch Energy
Regulatory office (DTe), Nathalie De Barstch from the French Energy Regulatory
Commission (CRE) and Laurent Virassamy from the Amsterdam Power
exchange (APX) for their research assistance in collecting data.

I would also like to mention all my “Ph.D. colleagues” at the interfaculty research
group Design and Management of Infrastructures, Laurens De Vries, Ewoud
Verhoef, Viren Ajodhia and Hamilcar Knops for the serious discussions and
serious fun we had together during these four years of research at the TPM
faculty.

I also want to thank Miranda Aldham-Breary who had the hard task of reading
entirely two early drafts and who commented extensively the text to improve my
English. 

Finally, I would like to thank my family for their support and encouragement
throughout all my years at school and university in particular during the four
years in the Netherlands so far from home.

Merci à vous tous
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